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I had but time to catch thee falling, and let thee sink
upon the ground. And I brought thee to thyself, by
fanning thee, as well as I might, with this great leaf.

And she held it up before him, while he con-
tinued to gaze at her in silence. And as he did not
speak, she looked at him curiously9 and muttered
under her breath, as though speaking to herself,
and not intending him to hear: Can he have sud-
denly recollected his former birth, and is this the
reason why he is staring at me, as if wishing to
compare me with a picture in his head ? And as he
still kept silence, presently she said aloud: Dear,
thou art sick : and much in need of medicines,
such as I alone can give thee. Why wilt thou not
confide in me ? For I am a cunning leech, and
know the virtue of every herb and every veget-
able drug better than Dhanwantari * himself. And
I have made myself mistress of every species of
the art of healing, and in particular, I have fed
myself on perfumes, and on the essences of flowers,
and all the scented odours of aromatic shrubs, till
I have myself become as it were a very attar,
incarnate in a woman's form. Dost thou doubt it,
and think me to be boasting? then try me, and

* The physician of the gods, the Hindoo ^Esculapius.